
 
Pragmatics 

Do you care how 
context affects 

meaning? 

Semantics 

And math? 

Do you like 
funny symbols? 

Do you like 
scientific 

equipment? 

Phonology 
Phonetics 

Yes 

Lexicography 

Syntax 

First language 
acquisition 

How many 
languages do you 

want to study? 

Several 
1 or 2 

As many as 
possible! 

Historical 
linguistics 

What field of linguistics should I pursue? 

Sociolinguistics Linguistic fieldwork 

Close to home? 

History of 
linguistics 

Do you like 
children? 

Second language 
acquisition 

Do you like 
statistics? 

Computational 
linguistics 

Corpus linguistics 

Do you want to 
know how our 
brains work? Do you like 

scientific 
equipment? 

Psycholinguistics 

Neurolinguistics 

Library 

At home 

Lab 

Classroom 

Computer 

Absolutely! 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes or No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Do you care 
what words 

mean? 

Do you have a 
young child? 

Real world 
Where do you 

want to do your 
research? 


